§ 344. Deputies and assistants of court clerks; powers and duties, 21 C.J.S. Courts § 344 


21 C.J.S. Courts § 344 


Corpus Juris Secundum May 2023 Update 

Courts 

M. Elaine Buccieri, J.D.; James Buchwalter, J.D.; Amy G. Gore, J.D., of the staff of the National Legal Research Group, Inc; and Lonnie 
E. Griffith, Jr., J.D. 

X. Clerks of Courts 


E. Deputies and Assistants 


§ 344. Deputies and assistants of court clerks; powers and duties 


Topic Summary References Correlation Table 


West's Key Number Digest 


West's Key Number Digest, Clerks of Courtsiii=m6 


A deputy clerk serves as the alter ego of the clerk, performing functions and duties in the place of the clerk. 


A deputy clerk is an officer of the court! or a "judicial official"? who serves as the alter ego of the clerk, performing functions 
and duties in the place of the clerk. Except for the ability to appoint a deputy,’ a deputy clerk is ordinarily authorized to perform 
any official? or ministerial act which may be done by his or her principal, and the deputy's action is as regular and binding 


as if performed by the principal.’ 


Control of clerk or judge. 


Generally, the clerk of court may promulgate reasonable rules and regulations with respect to his or her assistants.® 


Under a constitutional provision stipulating that the duties and compensation of officers and employees of the court are to be 


prescribed by the court, the judge has complete control of the deputy clerk assigned to his or her court.” Therefore, the clerk 
may take no action against a deputy clerk that would adversely affect that clerk's abilities to perform courtroom duties in an 
efficient manner, absent the consent of the judge for whom he or she is working. 
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